Chic City Living
Three High-Rise Homes,
Three Stylish Schemes

An Elegant Country Nest
Rises from the Ashes

PLUS: GLORIOUS PLAIDS,

AN ODE TO FIREPLACES,
AND THE INGREDIENTS THAT
MAKE STUNNING KITCHENS
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\ AN URBAN CONDOMINIUM SUITS ITS NEW OWNER BY BLENDING
THE SLEEK, CONTEMPORARY LOOK HE DESIRES WITH ENOUGH
WARMTH AND WHIMSY TO MAKE IT FEEL LIKE HOME.

TEXT BY REGINA COLE PHOTOGRAPHY BY LAURA MOSS  INTERIOR DESIGN:
MAHO ABE AND RINA OKAWA, ZEN ASSOCIATES BUILDER: WOODMEISTER MASTER BUILDERS
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A bright red bench by Bouvé Woodworking and a contemporary
painting add zest to the complex textures and colors of the entry.
The Venetian plaster walls and ceiling, as well as the tiled walls
were designed to resemble concrete and stone.
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\ avid Jankilevitsch found the designers of estate developer on this unit in a high-rise building.
\ his dreams when he went out to eat. He Windows look down on the Charles River, across the
§ had traveled all over the world, was con- South End, toward the harbor and South Station.
versant with design language, and knew With that kind of dramatic backdrop, the interior
the aesthetic he was after for his new condominium had to hold its own. “I have always loved old factory
in downtown Boston. But, until he dined at Qishii spaces, and wanted a concrete, lofty feel,” Jankilev-
Boston, in the city’s South End, he didn’t know where itsch says. “I was looking for a modern, contemporary
to turn to realize his vision. design, but I also wanted a warm feeling.”
“He had a strong concept, but he didn’t know “He was strongly influenced by contemporary
how to make it a reality,” says Maho Abe, principal European architecture,” Abe adds.
designer at Zen Associates. That changed when he dis- With help from a talented crew of subcontractors,
covered that Abe and her colleague Rina Okawa had Abe and Okawa executed an interior that is as indus-
created the restaurant decor he found so appealing. trially inspired and chic as the modern European
The views are what first sold the young real style Jankilevitsch loves. They accomplished this
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“I HAVE ALWAYS LOVED OLD
ACTORY SPACES, AND WANTED
A CONCRETE, LOFTY FEEL,”
SAYS JANKILEVITSCH. “BUT |
ALSO WANTED A WARM FEELING.”
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through the skilled use of color and materi-
als, so that walls finished with Venetian
plaster look like concrete, and an apartment
with standard ceiling heights feels lofty.
“The color is blue-gray, and it is all over the
entire space,” says Abe. “It resembles con-
crete. The ceilings are all painted a soft gray.
The resulting look is industrial and edgy,
but warm.”

The layout places the kitchen at the
center of the apartment. Jankilevitsch had
CLOCKWISE FROM FAR LEFT:
Magnificent views of the
Charles River and Back Bay
attracted the homeowner
to the lofty condominium.
Mixed with the industrial
sensibility, bits of whimsy
include a Terzani light
fixture and gilded branches
in the frame surrounding
the sofa and on the built-in
shelves.

envisioned a wall of stone around the core
of the unit. “I wanted the interior to func-
tion like a large circle with a smaller circle



y THE DESIGNERS ’
SHEATHED THE
KITCHEN WALLS
WITH A SLENDER,
DARK-GRAY,
JAPANESE
CERAMIC TILE
LAID HORIZONTALLY.
THE EFFECT IS
TEXTURED AND RICH.
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inside, and for all the walls to look like either
concrete or stone,” he says.

The designers sheathed the kitchen walls with
a slender, dark-gray, Japanese ceramic tile laid
horizontally. The effect is textured and rich, and
reinforces the industrial look Jankilevitsch was
after. “Both the inside and the outside of the
kitchen walls have that look of textured stone,”
he explains. “With the kitchen at the center, the
layout makes for a very nice flow.”

The living room, dining room, and kitchen
constitute the open, public areas of the condo.
Behind the kitchen is the homeowner’s study.
The three bedrooms sit on the other side of the
unit, hidden behind a floor-to-ceiling door beside
the entry. “All the doors in the apartment go
from floor to ceiling,” Abe says. “It is part of what
gives it that sleek, clean look.”

Achieving that look required meticulous engi-
neering, says Deborah Butler, millwork project
manager at Woodmeister Master Builders, gen-
eral contractors for the project.

“The Venetian plaster and the lines of the

doors going all the way from floor to ceiling draw
the eye up and make the space look bigger,” But-
ler says. “But it means that we have to start with
the substrate and make everything fit perfectly.

“Door casings typically go atop walls and hide
any imperfections in fit,” she continues. “But
here, we had to work from the inside out. We
took dimensions, made framing, and put shims
behind the wallboard so that everything would
align. All this is done after the walls are plastered
and tiled. If the lines where the doors meet the
ceiling were off, you would see it and it would
spoil the effect.”

Paint that gives the surface of the doors a
metallic look reinforces the industrial sensibility
of the space.

To get the warmth their client wanted, Abe
and Okawa introduced natural elements that
add texture and intensity. “We used materials
like stone, wood, and glass—materials that are
very sleek, but rich,” Okawa says. A long dining
table of dark walnut stands at the ready for
company. A live-edge slab of walnut tops the

The kitchen, with its wall of
Japanese ceramic tile, sits
at the center of the unit and
opens to the home office.
Cabinets built by Woodmeis-
ter Master Builders were
treated to a coat of shiny
paint that resembles

a metal surface. FACING
PAGE: A live-edge walnut
slab on Plexiglass legs
forms the dining table, from
Hudson Furniture.
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CLOCKWISE FROM RIGHT:
The bedrooms curtains,
made from metal mesh,
and the sleek Woodmeister-
made headboard contribute
to the industrial sensibility.
In the home office, metal
spheres bring an element of
softness to the composition.
A live-edge walnut

slab tops a desk in the
master bedroom.

boxy gray coffee table. And the kitchen
peninsula is accented with a slab of wal-
nut, too, softening the stainless steel
and ceramic tile.

The designers bleached the white ash
flooring throughout the apartment.
“This way, the grain is stronger,” Okawa
notes. “It gives it more of a natural
feeling and, thus, more warmth.” A shag
rug in the living room area and hide
rugs in the study and master bedroom
add a plush counterpoint as well.

An industrial aesthetic does not rule
out all whimsy. Just inside the front
door, Okawa placed a set of hooks in
the shape of hands. Gilded branches are
recurring decorative elements. And a
jolt of color here and there—an orange
bench in the foyer, a cobalt-blue side
table by a chair in the master bedroom,
and vivid pieces of modern art—
imparts a light touch.

The lighting, too, bridges the divide
between industrial and homey, thanks
to the work of Mark Howland of How-
land Architecture Studio in Somerville,
Massachusetts. In the entrance hall, the
ceiling’s recessed LED lights illuminate
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one of Jankilevitsch’s large contemporary paint-

ings. More LEDs—often hidden in the moldings
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around the recessed ceilings—cast ample glow in the
living room area and the kitchen. “You don’t see the
fixtures, but the area is flooded with light,” Jankilev-
itsch notes.

While he loves to entertain, and so enjoys the
wide-open spaces of the kitchen and living and din-
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ing areas, Jankilevitsch confesses that the study is his

favorite room.

“As a young professional, I was looking for a more
outgoing, younger, even controversial feel,” he says.
“But I love being in my study. It’s very cozy, great for
work, and, like the rest of the apartment, beautifully
detailed and neat.” «

RESOURCES For more information about this home, see page 154.
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“THE CEILINGS AREFALL PAINTED A
SOFT GRAY,” ABE SAYS. “THE RESULTING LOOK
IS INDUSTRIAL AND EDGY, BUT WARM.”
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kravet.com; daybed from Jennifer DeLonge in
Kravet fabric; office sectional from Kravet; coffee
table from Bella Meade, bellameadesignature.
cam; side chair from Hickary Chair in Lee Jofa
fabric; rug from Stark, starkcarpet.com; changing
table and crib from The New Traditionalists,
thenewtraditionalists.com; Silvery Moon wall color
from Benjamin Moore.

Page 105: Nightstands from Oly. olystudio.com;
vanity table and stool from Plexi-Craft, plexi-craft.
com; stool fabric from Duralee; barrel-back chair
from Century Furniture, centuryfurniture.com,

in B. Berger fabric by Duralee; rug from Steven
King; Abalone and White Blush wall colors from
Benjamin Maore.

INDUSTRIAL
STRENGTH
PAGES 106-113

Interior architecture/
interior design: Mzaho
Abe and Rina Okawa,
Zen Associates,
Woburn, Mass.,
(781) 932-3700,

zenassociates.com

Builder: Woodmeister Master Builders, Holden,
Mass., (800) 221-0075, woodmeister.com
Decorative plaster: Pietra Viva, Boston, (617) 875-

2066, pietravivaitaly.com

Pages 106-107: Stone wall from Stone Source,
stonesource.com; red lacquer bench by Tad
Bouvé, Bouvé Woodworking; bouvewoodworking.
com; wood floors from Pianeta Legno Floors USA,
plfloors.com.

Pages 108-109: TV panel and shelving by
Woodmeister Master Builders; sofa and lounge
chair from Montage, montageweb.com; coffee table
and sofa-back table by Bouvé Woodwaorking; area
rug from Bo Concept, boconcept.com; floor lamp

from Terzani, terzani.com
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