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Downtown View

Fix the edges

Sorrowful, unloved City Hall Plaza. Broken bricks, a foun-
tain filled with concrete, parked cars, a bunker of a T station
and a dreadful-looking JFK building looming over it all. At
least the bunker will soon disappear. As part of its two-year
upgrade of the station, the MBTA will build a new, glass
headhouse. It’s a box with square corners on a curvy street
and plaza, but maybe it will be okay.

It’s the first change to the plaza since those strange, tall,
useless lighted poles with a canopy were installed. They
were also set in a straight line next to a curvy street, perhaps
because the architect was pretending to be cutting edge, clash-
ing with adjacent features. The farmer’s market set up next to
the poles. Naturally, the lights are usually not functioning.

It’s not only architects who fail with CHP. Sophisticated
Bostonians are rendered just about speechless when asked
what they’d do to make the place better.

Wendy Landman, executive director of WalkBoston, gave
it a try. She was after better maintenance—bricks you don’t
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April is Membership Month at the BHCA

The Beacon Hill Civic Association, now in its 92nd year
of working with the Beacon Hill community, is devoting
the month of April to encourage residents, businesses, and
nonprofit organizations to join or renew their membership.
Serving as an organized voice for the approximately 9,000
residents of Beacon Hill, the BHCA strives to preserve the
neighborhood’s historic character while improving the expe-
rience of living in such a vibrant and significant community.

Its many committees, comprised primarily of volunteers,
implement several enriching programs throughout the year.
Some of our programs include publishing a Neighborhood
Guide for residente and visitors. oreanizing community-build-

Dan and Karen Taylor work together in their kitchen, one of eight to be featured
on the April 5 Creative Kitchens Tour 2014, sponsored by Beacon Hill Village.
See story on page 3.

Creative Kitchens Tour 2014

New this spring is a Saturday after-
noon walking tour through some
remarkable kitchens in Beacon Hill and
the Back Bay.

‘Creative Kitchens Tour 2014’, to
be held this Saturday, April 5, offers
a rare opportunity for guests to step
inside eight 19th century townhouses
to glimpse their gracious and distinctive
kitchens, ranging in décor from cozy
and classic to sleek and modern.

The Beacon Hill Village (BHV) is
sponsoring the tour. “Kitchens and food
are at the heart and hearth of the home,
and neighbors and hospitality are the

local chefs, BHV will shine a spotlight
on the creativity that goes into and
comes out of our kitchens.”

The walking tour will be held from
1-4 p.m., rain or shine. Parking is avail-
able at the Boston Common Garage and
a shuttle service is available between
Beacon Hill and Back Bay.

Tickets for the tour are $45 and may
be purchased online at www.beacon-
hillvillage.org or by calling the office
at 617-723-9713. Tickets will be avail-
able on the day of the tour for $50
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Fundraising
event honors
youngest victim
of Marathon

By Times staff

A fundraising event at Beacon
Street’s Carrie Nation on April 13
will honor Martin Richard, who at
age 8, was the youngest victim in
the Boston Marathon bombings.

Vicky Shen, who coached
Martin, along with his siblings
Jane and Henry Richard, in track
and field through the Youth
Enrichment Services (YES) track
and field program, will be on
hand for the evening to benefit
the Martin W. Richard Charitable

(FUNDRAISER Pg. 4)

Red Sox

opener to be
celebrated on
Charles Street

On Friday, April 4, from noon
to 3 p.m., many Charles Street
stores will celebrate the Boston
Red Sox home opener with an
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BHGC and ZEN Associates have winning partnership

The Beacon Hill Garden Club
(BHGC) was literally front and
center at the Boston Flower &
Garden Show, held at the Seaport
World Trade Center from March
12 to 16.

Hosted by design firm, ZEN
Associates, the BHGC promoted

the 2014 Hidden Gardens Tour
and its new book at ZEN’s prime
exhibit location at the entrance
to the show. More than 20 mem-
bers, one husband and volunteer
Donna Petro staffed the booth,
informing thousands of plant
enthusiasts about the 85-year-old

_ tour and inviting attendees to buy
tickets in advance.

ZEN Associates created a
stunning full size urban garden
complete with Asian-inspired
boulders, water features and plen-

(BHGC Pg. 11

When your family and friends need a great place to stay,
Iry the

THE JoHN JerrriES HOUSE
A Bed and Breakfast Inn

617-367-1866

REASONABLE RATES
($113 - $189 PER NIGHT)

BUILT IN 1909, NEWLY RENOVATED

14 David G. Mugar Way
(corner of Chatles and Cambridge streets)

www.jobujeffrieshouse.com
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Sharon Malk, president of the Beacon Hill Garden Club, stands at a
display table for the fifth edition of the “Hidden Gardens of Beacon -

Hill.”

Call ‘t_lile Poliée Department at
617-343-4627 for a free

security check of your home.

Professional Clock Repai
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BHCG (from pg. 7)

ty of colorful plants. Peter White,
principle at ZEN Associates, cred:
its the BHGC for inspiring them
to participate and for the design
of this romantic courtyard exhib-
it. The Woburn company won
first place awards from the Boston
Society of Landscape Architects
for overall design and from The
Boston Flower & Garden Show
for water features.

BHGC = members Sandra
Gilpatrick and Betsy Madsen
entered floral designs in Mass.
Horticultural Society’s flower
show depicting the exhibition’s

“theme of Romarice in the Garden.
Gilpatrick was awarded an hon-
orable mention for her table dis-
play, and Madsen won third prize
for her floral entry.

The club’s annual “Hidden
Gardens of Beacon Hill Tour?”

A special tour and book pack-
age is also featured with sav-
ings of $20. The fifth edition of
the “Hidden Gardens of Beacon
Hill” book published last May
is available on Amazon.com
will be held on Thursday, May zﬂd o sk o sev.eral Charle,
15 from 9 am. 16 5 b ray Street stores, including Kate &

P . B Theo, Blackstone’s, Charles Stre-:
or shine. Discounted tickets of "% 24 1e s, -
$35 each may be purchased in SUPPLy, Rouvalis, Gary Drug and
advance until May 13 on the Good.
club’s Web site at www.beacon- All proceeds from book and
hilleardenclub.ore or at select- tour sales are donated to hor
ed Beacon Hill stores starting in  ticultural and  environmental
April. non-profit organizations.

ZEN Associates shared a corner of their award-winning exhibit with
the Beacon Hill Garden Club at the Boston Flower & Garden Show.
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ZEN Associates’ exhibit at the March 12 flower show. Henely Yahloon
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planning for me. But, some of my
favorite spots are popular with
both locals and tourists so book-
ing the tables for meals at the
same time as hotel reservations is
a greatidea.

When planning a trip,

myself or read through the con-
versations to learn the latest rec-
ommendations, find out about
new places that have opened since
my last visit, and add to my list of
spots to try while Pm visiting.
Do you have a question or
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